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YOUR HOUSE AT BLENHEIM SQUARE

Look carefully at your house. 

What shape is the door? 

What shape are the windows?


Is there any decoration? (tell us about doors, walls, roof edges)


What materials is the house built with?


How many households live in the house?


* Now take a photograph of your house. Try to fit in the whole house.

* Next take a photograph of the doorway and the space in front of it. 
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The housemaid’s work in summer 

(from Mrs Beeton’s Household Management – shortened)

Morning Work.   The housemaid throws open the windows in the rooms that are not bedrooms, so they may receive the fresh morning air. 

She prepares the breakfast room by sweeping the carpet, rubbing tables and chairs, dusting mantel-shelf and picture frames with a light brush, dusting the furniture and sweeping the rug; she cleans the grate when necessary, leaving everything clean and tidy for breakfast so that not a speck of dust can be found in the room.

After the breakfast room is finished, the housemaid should sweep down the stairs. 

After this she should go into the drawing room, cover up every article of furniture with large dusting sheets and make as much room as possible, by placing all the loose furniture in the middle of the room, while she sweeps the corners and sides. The furniture can then be put back in its place, and the middle of the room swept, sweeping the dirt towards the fireplace. She should now blacken, brush and polish every part of the grate, so it is clean and bright. After the sweeping she should leave the room, shut the door, and lay the breakfast.

Laying the Cloth for Breakfast.  The kettle is to be boiled on the kitchen fire, and then removed to the parlour, where it is kept hot. Having washed herself free from the dust arising from the morning’s work, the housemaid collects the breakfast things on her tray, takes the breakfast cloth from the napkin press, and carries them all on the tray into the parlour; arranges them on the table, placing knives, forks and salt cellars for the family, taking care that the salt is plentiful, and soft and dry, and takes the tray back to the pantry; gets a supply of milk, cream and bread; fills the butter dish, and sees that hot plates and egg cups are ready and that the butter knife and bread knife are in their places. 
And now she should give the signal for breakfast, holding herself ready to hand the kettle, and take in the rolls, toast and other eatables, which the cook supplies, when the breakfast room bell rings. She is never to enter the parlour with dirty hands or with a dirty apron, and everything is to be handed on a tray; she is to hand everything she may be required to supply on the left hand of the person she is serving, and all is done quietly and without bustle or hurry.

You can download more of Mrs Beeton’s work from http://www.mrsbeeton.com/
	What is good about the Square?
	What is not so good?
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