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HAUGHMOND ABBEY   RESOURCES

Source 1

There lived one, a truly penitent and righteous
monk, who atoned for the excesses of his early life
by the devotion of an enthusiast, and called the
priesthood to their duty by the voice of literature,
even during the affliction of the blind and deaf.
He was no Lollard.  A pious priest, denouncing the
opinions of Wickliffe, teaching that dissent and
heresy would assuredly lead to damnation, he was
yet well aware that the return of the leaders of
religion to their early discipline, was the only chance
left for restoring orthodoxy.  His name was John
Audalay or Awdlay.

An extract from the introduction to ‘The poems of John Audelay – A specimen
of Shropshire dialect in the fifteenth century’ edited by James Orchard Halliwell
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‘Text B
reaker

’

W
ord

M
eaning

Z
our

__________________

N
ezbore

__________________

othis
oaths, solem

n prom
ises

clannes
com

m
unities

haleday
holy days, festivals

w
ochip

w
orship

ay
__________________

B
akbyte

m
alicious talk

nyzt
__________________

ne
__________________
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alicious talk
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foresw
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ords that explain w
hat ‘zou’
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____________________________________
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________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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answ
er)
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________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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eke

sick

langure
fatigue, faintness

boke
______________

gret
great

dolour
sorrow

, distress
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______________
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nor
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______________
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______________

hile
hail

heven
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know
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  N
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 _____________________________________

W
hat has happened to John

A
udelay?

____________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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 do you think he w
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w
hen he w

rote this verse?

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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hat is John A

udelay trying to tell
his reader?
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________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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Lok
________________

thi
your

m
erour

m
irror

Z
if

if

neztboure
neighbour

lovyst
_________________

S
avyoure

_________________

trew
_________________

beleve
belief

fayth
_________________

hole cherche
_________________

S
oule

S
olely

ordynd
to m

ake a priest

the
thee, you

w
erkys

deeds, undertakings

hye
high

  N
am
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ate
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_____________________________________

W
ho is the ‘S

avyoure’ John
A

udelay talks about?

____________________________________

________________________________

W
ho do you think is the ‘thi’, ‘thou’,

‘the’ that he is talking to?

________________________________

________________________________

W
hat is John A

udelay trying to say
to the reader?

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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eaning

pete
pity

pore
___________________

goodus
goodness

sende
___________________

tresoure
belongings

A
zayns

against

E
llys

else

schall
___________________

scham
yd

___________________

chent  ?
___________________

the, thou,thee              you, your

art
are

rekynyng
reckoning

m
on

___________________

fuyre
___________________

brennyng
___________________
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am

e
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 _____________________________________
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W
ho are the ‘pore’ John A

udelay
talks about?

____________________________________

________________________________

W
ho do you think is the ‘thy’,

‘thou’, ‘the’ that he is talking to?

________________________________

________________________________

W
hat is John A

udelay trying to say
to the reader?

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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Haughmond Abbey  Source 6

Henry VIII ordered a commission to look into the life of monks and
nuns.
This quote was taken from their findings and was one of the reasons
Henry gave for closing down the ‘little’ abbeys.
Can you rewrite the reason in modern English – what is it that
Henry’s commissioners said was happening in these abbeys?

‘Manifest sin, vicious, carnal and
abominable living is daily used and
committed amongst the little and small
abbeys.’
And that the riches of the abbeys were to be

‘used and converted to better uses’.

[from the Act of Suppression 1536]


