‘The humble petition of the inhabitants of the Borough of Reading. We, your humble petitioners, having maturely considered the African slave trade, presume to lay before you our most serious conviction, that it is a system of commerce repugnant to every principle of sound policy, justice, and humanity; and the most iniquitous that ever disgraced a civilised nation. In the full possession of civil and religious liberty, we feel it our duty, to exert our utmost endeavours, in extending these blessings to the rest of mankind. We therefore, humbly pray your honourable house, to pass an act for abolishing a traffic the continuance of which must ever prove disgraceful to the character of a free people.’
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