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By Dianna Veleshchuk
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m her parents and not sure whether they're alive. It's a difficult chapter in history to talk about, but
messages about gratitude, empathy, perseverance, courage, and kindness prevail. And it's a good chance to talk to kids
about how the Holocaust happened, why new generations need to learn about it, whether current events mirror those
of the past and if so, what can be done about it. Lots of material at the end provides the historical events and people
that inspired the story, more food for thought, and avenues for further exploration and study.Julian at a new school
working on a project for his humanities class. He decides to call his grandmother in Paris and ask her to tell
him more details about her life and what happened to her during World War iI, when she was a young teen
living in occupied France. When the Nazis began rounding up Jews in their small town in the countryside,
Grandmother Sara went into hiding for more than a year, led to safety by an unlikely friend, her shunned
classmate Julien. He and his parents protected and fed Sara in secret for the duration of the war. During her
interminable hours alone in a hayloft, and through the daily visits from Julien and his mother, Sara starts to
see the world through other eyes, and to understand how spoiled and self-centered she's been. She also
learns the enormous value of kindness, and how in the worst of times it becomes 3 beacon of light that saves
us and preserves our humanity. And now that it's time for a younger generation to learn the Ielssons of the
past, former bully Julian determines to speak out against injustice and carry on the legacy of kindness toward
others handed down in his name.

R




image2.jpeg
7 xo1d0 Y
ANTAVHLVY





