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1. Become a local detective - Select one building in your local area
2. Any supporting HA resources on homes, churches etc., which you feel may support this, which could be made more freely available – the HA can decide this! 

	Necessary prior learning to complete this:

Just go for a walk in their local area as part of the one daily exercise a day. This builds on any work done in KS1 on “Changes within living memory” or “Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality” 

If the child is in KS2 – this can be a part of “a local history study” and builds upon learning in KS1. 
	What does it lead to next? 

· KS1: It can lead onto comparisons between homes through time, ways of life in different periods

·  KS2: units of “a local history study” and “a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066” (depending upon the building chosen). 

· All Primary ages: It can also support historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance and historical enquiry.

· Whole family engagement with local history!

	Explanation: How should this resource be used? 

This resource is intended to be used as a whole family as they are social distancing in their own home and making the most of their one daily exercise opportunity as they walk around their local area. It encourages the children to make closer observations on just one building that they may pass everyday and encourage them to think more deeply about it! The focus is on observation, discussion, photography, sketching and later research. I have tried to not make it all about reading and writing but having fun being family local detectives. Children may be inspired to then use art, model making, music (e.g. writing and performing a song about it) and making up a play to entertain their family as a way of keeping all families amused at this time.

One optional activity would be to use the FREE National Library of Scotland Website which provides a wide range of historical maps and current geographical sources which all families will not be aware of and which can be used to enhance their own historical enquiry of their house and immediate local area where we are all currently isolated in.





Become a local detective - Select one building in your local area: 

It could be any local building in the area where you are social distancing and walking around for your daily exercise. It doesn’t have to be an important historical building but it could support a lot of the learning children do in school and also is appropriate for older brothers and sisters. Local History is so important across the Primary School. Wherever you live, there is History!

Selection of buildings in the locality: Choose an older building in the local area, which is interesting or significant and important in the local environment – it can be the church, their school, the local war memorial, a farm, a library, a factory, shops or any other community building etc. 

On your daily walk: take a photograph of the building.

Encourage the children to talk about what they notice about the building. You could make a quick sketch, but take a photograph to refer back to in case they don’t have time to complete the sketch as the time we are allowed to go out is just for exercise, so it will have to be a very quick sketch.
As you keep walking, discuss these 5 W questions:
Who used it in the past? 
When do you think it was built? 

Why is it important to the community then (and now)? 

What is the building used for? 
Where else could this have been built in the area if this location hadn’t been picked? Is this the best place for it? E.g. Why was this site chosen for the War memorial and not in a different place?

When you return to your home: Think about how you want to present what you discovered on the walk. You may just have a discussion, but let your child choose how they want to show what they know – it can be in writing as a journal or guide book, but it could be in on a map, a drawing, in a model, a song or a poem. They could make a quiz for the rest of the family or your own choice.


1. Questioning
Develop your child’s own ability to ask questions themselves. 
Use the 5 W question starters to encourage children to ask their own questions about the building using When, Who, What, Where and Why. 
a. When …………………..was it built? 
Who …………………….built it or lived or worked there? 

b. What ……………………was it used for? 

c. Where ………………….does that happen today? 

d. Why …………………….. is it significant or important in the area today?

2. Make the questions even better.
Ask the children to ask “better” questions after they have begun to think more about the building. They could place a second word such as…. if, could, would, might, will, can, did etc., to one of the 5 W starters to make more effective questions to promote deeper thinking 
e.g. What if…? Who might….? Where would….? When did…? 
Use these questions to have a discussion. They could write down their answers, but the important bit is thinking about the questions, taking turns to ask questions and having a discussion
3. Visit the building again or use photographs indoors. 
Look at photographs of the building or better still visit the building again another day. 
Visiting the building over a number of visits will allow for research on the internet and discussion in between visits and provide deeper, more informed questioning on subsequent visits. Ask the children to think how old it is. Why do they think that? Look for clues for its age e.g. look for dates/signs it was built a long time ago by observing differences.

4. Encourage close observational skills either on the walk or on the photograph. 
The children should select the part of the building which fascinates them most – e.g. is one window, or door, or the decoration above the windows or near the roof etc.? 
Encourage the children to take their own close up photographs of their selected part of the building. The children can start to draw their favourite section of the building or use the photograph to draw it later. Talk about the part they have chosen: Why did you choose that section? What did you like about it?

5. The same or different?
When they get home, can they find any pictures in books or on the internet such as https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/photographs/ or of buildings which have similar features to the part of the building you chose? How is it different?
6. Thinking about the people who used the building.
On another walk past the building, look carefully around the outside space. What does this tell you about the building’s use? Who do you think worked or lived here? Think creatively about the people who may have lived, worshipped or worked in the building in the past. What kind of people lived or worked or used the building? 
Were they rich or poor? Young or old? Were they hardworking or people who lived a leisurely life? What did they do for fun?  How could they find out? 
What can you find out about the people who lived or used the building in the past?
Would you have liked to live, worship or work in the building in the past? Why?
Encourage the children to justify their views with evidence, drawing on what they have discovered about the building.

7. What might the inside of the building look like?
Does it look like a home or shop or factory or a place of worship? What might be inside? 
If you have never been inside the building before, look at a selection of photographs in books or on the internet, or in films for a similar building from the same time e.g. research on https://historicengland.org.uk/sitesearch
Think about what the inside and equipment might have looked like 50 years ago or 100 years ago, with that found in the building today.

8. If the chosen building is a home – what can you think about?
If the building is a home, look for clues as to the size of the family now. Think about out how many children people had in the past. You could look at online census by address https://www.findmypast.co.uk/frequently-asked-questions/answer/how-can-i-search-a-census-by-address. What were beds like 50 years ago or 100 years ago or even older than that? Where did they wash? 
Take a particular piece of kitchen equipment in their own home and look how this changed within Living Memory since 1930 e.g. the cooker or kettle or methods of making a cake from bowl and wooden spoon to mixers and food processors.
Find equipment which has not changed over time e.g. Kitchen knives or spoons.

What furniture would be there? How was it used? How did they prepare meals? Start looking at different homes through different times and compare to their own. What does this tell you about life at the time and how it is the same and different to life today in their home?

9. Further follow up ideas.
What would they now like to find out about the building or what is the best way to show all they have found out about the building? Think how to show all they know through art, music, model making, writing, Maths or by drawing a plan or map or presenting a play? 

10. Make a local guide book or trail of interesting old buildings for where they live.
They could write a guide to the area where they live and keep choosing a different building every week to think about. Make a local trail of interesting buildings!

Optional: Using maps and plans of buildings.
Look at an old map of the building. Some online maps have maps through time of the same area such as http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/# Zoom in to get details of individual buildings. There is a function on the geo-referenced maps to watch how the building on the old map changes as you change the transparency of an overlay! You will need to find the building on the modern map, zoom in and then and see how it may have changed through time by choosing different old maps from the drop down options on the left hand side. You can print off the screen view by choosing the Print Screen button on your laptop PRT SC to make a print which your child can add notes to, draw pictures next to or draw the route of your walk on either the historical map or on the modern satellite image or the current map of the building. Select the side by side maps to play a game – Find 3 or 5 things which are the same and 3 or 5 things which are different. The children can circle the feature on the historical map and then show where it is on the modern map or aerial view with a circle. The parent can then take a turn. Or make it into a puzzle – find a feature on the modern view – is it shown on the old map? Make up your own games! 

Finally this map activity can be used to find a different historical feature or an alternative building to visit on your next daily walk! Enjoy exploring your local area! 
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