
Resource sheet 8.2B 
Facsimile documents used in Lesson 8.2
DOCUMENT 1 – CAB 128/18/1, Labour cabinet minutes, 03/07/50
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DOCUMENT 2 – DEFE 11/292, Joint Chiefs of Staff discussion, 03/07/50
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DOCUMENT 3 – DEFE 11/292, Defence Committee discussion, 13/07/50
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DOCUMENT 4 – FO 371/81655, Oliver Franks’ letter, 23/07/50
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DOCUMENT 5 – CAB 128/18/50, Labour cabinet minutes, 25/07/50
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DOCUMENT 6 – FO 371/84091, Oliver Franks’ letter, 21/08/50
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forty
subsequently declared their support of the resolution the
Seoirhy Countl, Moreorer, Rowss prowiad uhir Avock 31 (hat
Dothing in the Charter impsired the inherent right of individual or
collective self-defence against an armed attack on a member of the
United Nations; and, al South Korea was not such a member,
the action taken on her. behall was clearly in accordance with the
principle embodied i this Artie of the Charter

Cabinet's conclusion was that the Prime Minister, while he
should ot ignore the constitutional poinis which were being made,
Should argue that the sction which the Western Powers were (aking ia
South Korea was fully in sccordance with the spirit of the United
Nations Charter and was in fact the firs significant demonstration
of the principle of collective security against aggression. Ho would
Sroteed o develop the argumen that it was the duty of peace-loving
Pifions to make the machinery of the United Nations work efectvely,
Gaspite logal quibbles, and Rot to allow it 1o be frustrated by the
Sbeientions of & single member; and that for this purpose they were
entilled to take advantage of procedures which, though they might
e o confict with the stnt leter of the Charter, had been
accepted as reasonable by member Staics
s The Govcrnment would be asked in the debate whethd they
proposed to send further forces, particularly 1and forces, (o Korea
"The Cabinet were informed that the Chiefs of Staff were not
disposed to recommend the despatch of any 1and forees to Korea. The
Pt s, also. made that the United States action in covering
o rosa. had freed for otber operations the Chinese Communist
foroes which. had been about o attack it, and this increased the
ntial threat to Hong Kons._No formal réquest for reinforcements

o mstances the Government spokesmen in the debate would be
O adivised. to discount any expectation that the United Kingdom
4 make further forces available for operations in Korea.

SOl e —————————————
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