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	Necessary prior learning to complete this:
Fits with a study of industrial revolution
	What does it lead to next? 

It usefully ‘glues’ the study of the 19th C social and economic changes forward into the 20thC. A study of the 20thC and Britain follows logically. 



	Explanation: How should this resource be used? 

Students are given the timeline as a resource to find out knowledge from. There are questions at the end to help them do this. Questions can, of course, be easily adapted to suit. 




The Railways - a Timeline: read it and answer the questions that follow
1804 – A Cornish engineer named Richard Trevithick built the first working steam-powered locomotive. It first ran in South Wales in 1804 and hauled 70 men plus some coal wagons.  Trevithick failed to get financial backing.  
1814
-  George Stephenson, who worked at a colliery on Tyneside, persuaded the colliery manager to allow him to build a steam engine. The resulting machine, the ‘Blucher’, hauled 30 tons of coal at a time. 

1824
- The Robert Stephenson & Company, at Forth Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, became the world's first locomotive builder. 

1825 - The first railway locomotive produced at the works was Locomotion and the main one used on the Stockton & Darlington line.  This line transported flour and coal, but also some passengers.
1829
- Robert Stephenson’s Rocket won the Rainhill trials.  Its top speed was 29 mph.   The Stephenson Company won the contract to produce locomotives for the Liverpool & Manchester Railway.

1830 – The Liverpool and Manchester Railway was opened in September and William Huskisson MP was run over and killed by The Rocket.  Trains rapidly replaced canal barges as the most economic method of transporting cotton from the port of Liverpool to the mills of Lancashire.  Tracks could be built in places it was impossible to build canals.    

1837 – The Grand Junction Railway linked Liverpool - Manchester with Birmingham via Crewe and Wolverhampton.  Many other private railway companies were set up.  

By 1838 - 500 miles of railway existed

1842
- Queen Victoria made her first railway journey from Slough to Paddington. This gave respectability to railways.

1844
- Under the terms of ‘The Railway Act’ the government took the right to take over the railways in a state of national emergency.  Also, railway companies had to provide a minimum service: one train each day each way, travelling at not less than 12 miles per hour and stopping at every passenger station, charging no more than 1d (pence) per mile for third class passengers.
1844
- About ¼ million ‘navies’ (construction workers) were building railways in appalling conditions for low pay.  Very few navvies lived to the age of 40 due to the dangers of disease, long working hours and accidents.  

By 1845 - George Hudson, the "Railway King", from York had made his fortune from railways and fraudulent dealings in stocks and shares.  He created the Midland Railway and by 1845 he controlled 33% of the entire railway system.

1847
- 4% of all working men were directly employed by the railways.

By 1848 - 5,000 miles of railway existed

1848
- The government used trains to transport troops around the country as they were afraid of a revolution.

1851
- Railways were used to supply troops in the Crimean War (fought in the Black Sea area with Britain and France against Russia)

1851
- 6 million people visited the Great Exhibition in the Crystal Palace in London, most travelled by train to get there

By the 1850s - Many steam-powered railways had reached the fringes of built-up London. The railway companies were not permitted to demolish enough property to penetrate the City or the West End, so passengers had to disembark at Paddington, Euston, Kings Cross, Fenchurch Street, Charing Cross, Waterloo or Victoria and then make their own way via hackney carriage or on foot into the centre, thereby massively increasing congestion in the city. The first Metropolitan Railway was built under the ground to connect several of these separate railway terminals, and thus became the world's first "Metro."

1857 – A bank crisis leads to a temporary halt in investment

1859-67 – About 38,000 people were made homeless because of railway construction.  

By 1860 - 10,000 miles of railway existed.  One of the reasons this massive increase between 1840 and 1860 became possible was because iron was much cheaper to produce.  There was also a lot of enthusiasm for railways – they were fashionable.  Parliament and banks were prepared to support the building of them.  British investors had plenty of money.

1866
- 4,000 houses were demolished to build St Pancras station.  

1873
- The first railway carriage lavatory was introduced and sleeper carriages were offered from England to Scotland
1879
- Dining cars were first introduced in trains

1881
- First electric power station in the UK

1895
- Railway Race, London to Aberdeen - best time East Coast 518 minutes for 523½ miles; West Coast 512 minutes for 539¾ miles
1899-1901 – Railways used in the Boer War (fought in South Africa between the British and the Boers)

1902
- The Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury, purchases a motor car

1904
- First electric railway, on Tyneside

1909
- First cross-channel aeroplane crossing

1912
- The London and North Western Railway Society employed 111,000 people and was the largest railway employer in Britain, with more than 1500 miles of track.  It was the largest joint stock company in the world.  

By 1914 – There were 23,000 miles of track in Britain.

1914-18 – Railways nationalised (controlled by the government) for the duration of the First World War.  Railways were essential for carrying troops and supplies.  

1920
- Railways returned to private ownership

1923
- 123 private railways merged into four new groups, known collectively as the 'Big Four': The London, Midland & Scottish Railway (LMS), The London & North Eastern Railway (LNER), The Great Western Railway (GWR) and The Southern Railway (SR) 

1938
- On the 3rd July, the Gresley's A4 Mallard achieved 126mph on the north-eastern line, the world record for a steam engine.
1940
- During World War II, the railways were taken into state control.

1947
- The Transport Act 1947 made provision for the nationalisation (state-ownership) of the network.  British Railways came into existence on 1 January 1948, and the Big Four companies became regions.  

1955
- The first diesel run train was introduced.  

Since 1958 – 2000 miles of motorway have been built in the UK.  

1963
- The chairman of the British Railways Board, Richard Beeching, produced his famous (infamous?) report ‘The Reshaping of British Railways’.  It recommended that 2000 stations and 250 passenger services should be axed.  Between the 1960s and mid-1970s, the rail network was reduced from around 20,000 miles to 12,000 miles.
1968
- The last steam locomotive to haul a BR passenger train in normal service - Britannia class Pacific No. 70013 Oliver Cromwell - ran on 11 August. 

1993
 - The Conservative Government passed the Railway Act 1993 and British Rail was split up and privatised into Railtrack and other companies, and by November 1997, British Rail had been divested of all its operational railway functions. 

2002
- After the Hatfield disaster, Railtrack was replaced by a state-owned, not-for-profit company called Network Rail.  It maintains the tracks.

2007
- In April Eurostar announced that its journeys would be carbon neutral from 14 November when its services from St Pancras began.  Carbon emissions that cold not be eliminated would be offset

2007
- On 4 September Eurostar set a record on its inaugural journey from Paris to London via a new high-speed line in Britain.  The train, carrying journalists and VIPs, arrived at St Pancras, instead of Waterloo, for the first time. It took two hours, three minutes, 39 seconds.  

2007
- In November, the new high speed line opened to passengers from St Pancras to the Channel Tunnel.  This railway line was the first to be built in Britain since the 19th century and cost £5.8bn in public funds. It was the first high speed line to open in Britain, bringing the UK back into the world of developing train travel.  

Interrogating the Train Timeline

1. Study the early years of the timeline.  Think of two factors that were crucial in the development of the early railways?

2. Find two reasons why the canals declined?

3. Use the timeline to explain why London has so many mainline railway stations.

4. How old is the oldest part of the London ‘Tube’ (the Underground)?

5. Write down the key turning points in the type of power used to run the trains.  

6. Draw a simple graph to show the developments in the number of train tracks in Britain.

7. Find two developments on the timeline that made train travel more comfortable.  

8. Remember, no working class men had the vote in Britain until 1867.  Find evidence on the timeline that they were being ignored in the development of the railways before this date.  

9. Find two pieces of evidence from the timeline that show that people thought the railways were exciting.

10. What is the link between the 1844 Railway Act and government action in 1940? 

11. What two developments in transport are referred to in the first decade of the 20th century that have challenged the dominance of the train as ‘the best’ form of transport?  What advantages do they offer over trains?

12. What evidence can you find that train travel was seen as less of a priority in the 2nd half of the 20th century?

13. What evidence can you find that there were problems with the privatisation of the railways at the end of the 20th century?

14. What evidence can you find in 2007 that the train may be making a comeback as ‘the best’ form of transport?

