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	Necessary prior learning to complete this:
nothing
	What does it lead to next? 
More detailed evidence work


	Explanation: How should this resource be used? 
When given an artefact or piece of evidence to examine, children tend to only see the obvious. They need to be trained to explore the artefact in a much more detailed way. This prompt sheet encourages children to ask lots of questions about any artefact they can lay their hands on. Not all prompts will apply to every artefact, but the principle is to encourage detailed examination and, to some extent, speculation about its origins/make-up and intended use. The answers will, of course, depend on which artefact you choose to use.
The activity can be extended by using several similar artefacts. For example, looking at an old bottle lying around the house; a plastic bottle [we all want to minimise our use of these] and a modern reusable water bottle. Arrange them from old to new, and you are discussing chronological order. Ask how they are similar, and how are they different as a way to think about change over time. Ask why we want now to use reusable bottles, and you are thinking about causation. Discuss the advantages of a reusable bottle and you are talking about consequence. All these are important concepts on Key Stage 2 history.
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Questions to ask an artefact:

[a] design and construction.

What is it made of? 

How is it made?

When was it made? 

Who made it? 

How does it work?

Does it come apart? How does it go 

back together?

Why do you think it was made this way?

[c] value of the object.

do you think it is valuable?

was it valuable when it was made? 

was it an 'everyday' object?

did it make people's lives easier?

was it a special object for special occasions?

[d] function.

why was it made?

what was it used for?

who would have used it?

where would they have used it?

is it easy or difficult to use?

[b] appearance.

what does it look like?

what does it feel like?

does it smell? 

is it heavy, or light?

has it been used, or is it new?

has it been altered, or is it in its original 

condition?
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Questions to ask an artefact:

[a] design and construction.

What is it made of? 

How is it made?

When was it made? 

Who made it? 

How does it work?

Does it come apart? How does it go back together?

Why do you think it was made this way?

[c] value of the object.

do you think it is valuable?

was it valuable when it was made? 

was it an 'everyday' object?

did it make people's lives easier?

was it a special object for special occasions?

[d] function.

why was it made?

what was it used for?

who would have used it?

where would they have used it?

is it easy or difficult to use?

[b] appearance.

what does it look like?

what does it feel like?

does it smell? 

is it heavy, or light?

has it been used, or is it new?

has it been altered, or is it in its original condition? 







image1.jpeg









Questions foaskanariefact






