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Why Choose a History Quality Mark?

The Historical Association as the subject association for history in schools recognises and celebrates the outstanding history education that is taking place in many of our schools. The Quality Mark is a way of helping to recognise and give credit to those schools and individuals delivering a high quality history education.

Schools are required to demonstrate the quality of their curriculum, leadership, teaching and learning and the quality mark can also be a tool for those looking to improve.

Ofsted frameworks require schools to have a developed understanding of the quality of the history education they provide, as well a clear rationale for what they teach and how they teach it. However, while history may be subject to a deep dive, there will not be a return to subject inspections and reporting by Ofsted as in the past. The Quality Mark can provide excellent preparation and validation from a trusted body. 
The QM framework can provide a full health-check and developmental process towards improvement for your history provision. See our website www.history.ork.uk/qualitymark for further information.

What is the Quality Mark?

There are 2 levels to the Historical Association History Quality Mark; silver and gold. While both levels require a rigorous approach, the upper level indicates a wider impact for history, beyond the school environment, for example working with community groups on local history projects, or establishing history CPD networks with other schools. Please see the self-assessment criteria document

Schools will register in the same way for both levels and are welcome to apply for assessment for the gold award without having completed the silver award if they feel that they have reached this level. Participating schools will be matched to an assessor within 3 months who will open an initial dialogue with the school.  Please note that the quality mark is mostly based upon school self-assessment up until the point of quality assurance at which point an assessor will visit the school and view the electronic portfolio before any award is made.

Schools seeking advice may send email queries to melanie.jones@history.org.uk  or directly to their assessor, however, schools wishing to book more lengthy training or discussion with assessors will need to pay for this and arrange an interim visit. Only the final assessment visit from an assessor is funded through the Quality Mark scheme.  An assessor who visits the school, may award a silver award if they feel that the school has not yet met the criteria for a gold award. 

How many levels are there?

There are 2 levels to the Historical Association Quality Mark; silver and gold. Both levels are indicated within the criteria. Criteria that are differentiated between silver and gold level are clearly marked. The gold level is highlighted in gold.

 How Do I Qualify for Each Level?
To qualify for both silver and gold level, you must provide evidence for all of the criteria, although you may wish to ask your assessor to pay particular attention to an aspect of your provision. 
How Long Will We Have to Complete it?

Schools will have a period of up to 12 months from registration to apply for quality assurance. Schools who do not apply for quality assurance within 12 months will have to re-register. 
How Long Will It Last?
Once the Quality Mark is awarded, schools will keep the award for a period of 3 years from the date of award before needing to renew.
