A-Level results 2016 Analysis
England : 

· 55% of history entries were female candidates

· C.44% of history entries were from the south of the country (this is proportionally in line with population figures in this region compared to others) 

· The number of entries for history was marginally down, but in line with a slightly decreased cohort size. 

· The number of A* awards was stable, but slightly down at 5.5% (6.2 in 2015) of entries. The number of A*-A grade awards was also stable but showed a slight decrease. 

· 99.5 % achieved an A*-E grade showing a very small increase in the overall pass rate in history. 

Wales:

· Overall across all subjects, A-Level results are slightly down on 2015, but similar to results seen in previous years. The number of entries overall is also slightly down on 2015, but the percentage of A*-E grades remains stable. 
· Girls continue to outperform boys, apart from at the highest A* grade, where boys performed marginally better (0.2%)

· History entries remain stable but fractionally down. The number of A* awards is fractionally down but the number of A*-A grades has gone up from 20.8% in 2015 to 21.6% this year. 

· 99.5% achieved an A*-E grade, showing a very slight decrease in the overall pass rate in history. 

Northern Ireland: 

· Overall performance across subjects stays stable with girls outperforming boys, but with the gap closing by a further 0.1%

· A small +0.1% increase in top grade awards across all subjects 

· History was the 3rd most popular subject accounting for 7.3% of entries, but was slightly more popular with boys than girls. 

· History entries are marginally increased from 2015, with the number of A* awards staying static from 2015, but with a small decrease in the number of A*-A grades awarded. 

· 98.4% achieved a grade A*-E showing a slight increase in the overall pass rate in history. 

Overall UK Trends: 
· Results overall are stable with a small -0.1% shift.

· History retained its status across UK as the 5th most popular A-Level subject making up 6.5% of total entries. 

AS Level: 

England:

· On average, reformed AS level entries across all subjects are down by 13.7%. 
· Entries for the reformed history AS in England, compared to the equivalent 2015 legacy are down by 29.5%. This is higher than the average drop across all subjects and higher than the total UK drop in entries for AS history (reformed and legacy), but lower than the drop in reformed AS entries seen in Art and Design (38%) which saw the highest drop. The drop in Chemistry, which in 2016 had the most comparable entry numbers to history of the reformed subjects, faced a drop of 21% in entries. The drop in AS entries seen in history was similar to that seen in English (30%) although there were close to 25,000 more entries in English. Subjects with smaller cohorts, such as computing (8989 entries) saw a smaller drop in AS entry (11%) Total entries for AS level in history (including both reformed and legacy sat in 2016) are down by 24.5%
· The pass rate for both reformed and legacy AS remains static at 95.2% and the number of A* and A*-A awards remains stable, although representing a very small decrease. 

· 44187 sat the reformed AS in history and the A*-E  pass rate was 94.1%

Wales: 
·  There were 49,144 subject entries for AS across all subjects in Wales this year, a decrease of nearly 7% compared with 52,771 last year that may be partly explained by a reduction in the size of the age group cohort. However, there was a 2% improvement across all subjects in those achieving A grades.

·  History has seen a decrease of more than 10% in entries at AS level with 3330 sitting the AS level (reformed and legacy) in 2016. 

· The overall A*-E pass rate (reformed and legacy) is up by 1% to 94.9% and both A* and A*-A grade awards show a similar 1% increase. 

· 65 students sat the reformed AS in history and the A*-E pass rate was 93.8%

Northern Ireland: 

· AS level entry patterns remain stable across all subjects 

· History AS entries are down by 2% on 2015. 

· 3188 students sat an AS exam in 2016. The overall A*-E pass rate (reformed and legacy)remains unchanged from 2015 at 93.9% although there is a slight decrease in the number of A* and A*-A awards 

·  34 students sat the reformed AS level in history and the overall A*-E  pass rate was 91.2%

Overall UK AS trends: 

· History was the 6th most popular AS subject representing 5.1% of entries. This position is unchanged from 2015. 

· There were 61304 AS history entries (reformed and legacy) across the UK.

·  History AS entries (reformed and legacy) decreased by 24% from 2015. This makes history the 4th highest AS level subject decrease across the UK, moving from its 2015 position of 14th in the rankings of entry decrease.

· The overall A*-E pass rate across the UK in history  was 95.1%, remaining unchanged from 2015
