Resource 3.1: Photograph of a memorial

	What happened here was important

	What happened here was unique

	What happened here was violent

	What happened here was inspiring

	What happened here matters

	What happened was unimportant

	What happened here was ordinary

	What happened here doesn’t matter
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Resource 3.2 What Did Magna Carta Actually Say?

	The barons’ complaints
	
	Terms of Magna Carta

	1. John takes hostages from us. He says he will kill them if we rebel. 
	
	Clause 1: the English church will be free. The king must not interfere (mess) with the church.

	2. John refused to accept the Pope’s choice to be the new Archbishop of Canterbury. The Pope shut all the churches in England. 
	
	Clause 2. When a baron inherits land he will not have to pay more than £100 to the king.

	3. John has used the law to ruin people. He locks them up and takes away their property.
	
	Clause 12. The King will not demand taxes without the agreement of his bishops and barons.

	4. John makes us pay huge fines (thousands of pounds) when we inherit land.
	
	Clause 21. Barons will only be fined after a proper trial. the fine should match the crime.

	5. How can we trust John to keep his promises? He breaks every promise he makes.
	
	Clause 39: No freeman will be arrested, imprisoned or have his property taken without a fair trial. 

	6. John demands more and more taxes, but he never asks us.
	
	Clause 49. The king will return all hostages given to him by the barons.

	7. If John thinks we are being disloyal he makes us pay a huge fine. He keeps us in debt to him so we can’t rebel.
	
	Clause 50. All foreign advisers will lose their jobs.

	8. John has brought in foreign soldiers and advisers. He gives them land and titles that should go to us. He uses them to rule England - that’s our job.
	
	Clause 61. The barons will choose 25 barons to make sure the king keeps this charter. If the king doesn’t, the 25 barons can can take his castles or land. But they cannot attack the king or his family.


· Magna Carta forced the king to obey the law.

· Magna Carta meant the barons didn’t have to obey the king any more.

· Magna Carta took away all the king’s power.

Resource 3.3: Magna Carta fact cards
A. Some of the ideas in Magna Carta were based on Henry I’s coronation charter. It also tried to stop the king charging the barons too much money to inherit land. 








Now colour code each fact to show whether it is to do with: 


the ideas set out in the charter


the groups of people it applied to


the idea of using a charter








Magna Carta was NOT that radical. This is supported by facts…





Magna Carta was radical. This is supported by facts…





E. The charter did not go as far as some barons at the time hoped it would. They had wanted it to give them more control over the government. But John could still choose who he wanted for the most important jobs. 








G. Magna Carta established for the first time some important principles (big ideas): that everyone, even the king, had to obey the law. It also gave all free men the right to justice and a fair trial. 








H. The charter was granted to ‘all freemen’, a big group of people that included many peasants. Some terms also did apply to everyone including villeins (unfree peasants). 








F. It was the barons and church who benefited most from the charter. They were the people who had the most power and respect already! It did very little to help the poorest, weakest people in society.











C. The idea of limiting a king’s power using a charter was already well established. In England Henry I’s coronation charter set out the rules the king had to follow. Other countries such as Spain (1205) and France (1212) also created charters that limited their kings' power.


. 








D. Magna Carta went further than other charters at the time did. In particular it said what would happen if the King did not follow it. Neither Henry I’s coronation charter nor any other similar charters made in Europe did this. 





B. Other charters made in France and Spain at about the same time had similar ideas about how to limit the king’s power. For example, Peter II of Aragon (a kingdom in Spain) was forced to sign a charter by his barons. Peter had to promise that he would only tax his barons with their agreement and that he would listen to their advice about how to rule. 








