Information sheet N on German Rescuers

· We know that over 440 Germans  tried to help Jewish people when the Nazis controlled Germany (1933-1945), risking their lives in return for nothing

· There may be more German rescuers like this but their stories are unknown or less well-known.  Many people died during the Second World War and others never told anyone about what happened.  Here are four examples of ordinary people who helped Jews.






Elizabeth Abegg was a German school teacher who taught history.  She lost her job because of the Nazis.  Elizabeth secretly hid Jewish people in her flat which she shared with her mother and sister, even though Nazis lived nearby.  She went short of food herself to feed them.  Elizabeth offered to sell her own jewellery so that a Jewish person could escape to Switzerland.  





Elizabeth would have been arrested and murdered if the Nazis had found out what she was doing.





Adolf and Maria Althoff ran a travelling circus.  They gave jobs to Jewish people in their circus and kept them safe throughout the war.  





Adolf and Maria might have been murdered if the Nazis had found out what they were doing.





Lori and Albert Harder hid three Jewish women who escaped from the Nazis in 1945.  There were Nazis living nearby.  These neighbours threatened to tell the police or the government about what Lori and Albert were doing.  





Lori and Albert might have been arrested and murdered if the Nazis had found out what they were doing.





Dr Otto and Gertrud Mönke  hid Jews escaping from the Nazis in their  own home. They already shared their house with their five children, a wounded foster child and three other people.  Otto and Gertrud pretended the Jewish couple were German friends of theirs on a visit and even went outside around town with them.  Dr Mönke found hiding places for 41 other Jewish people. 





Dr and Mrs Mönke would have been arrested and murdered if the Nazis had found out what they were doing.











Father Bernard Lichtenberg was a Catholic priest.  He prayed outloud inside his church for Jewish people and other prisoners in the camps.  He said what was happening was wrong.  The Nazis put him in prison.  





They ordered him to a concentration camp at Dachau.  He died before he was sent there. 				





Teacher’s Notes  These figures and case studies are details taken from the Yad Vashem website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.yadvashem.org" ��www.yadvashem.org�) based in Jerusalem.  Yad Vashem (the Holocaust Martyrs and heroes Remembrance Authority) is an institution set up in Israel to perpetuate the memory of the Holocaust.  Over the decades it has publically commemorated non-Jews who rescued or attempted to help Jews during the Nazi period.  These people are known as “The righteous among the Nations”.  The names are vetted carefully according to rigorous criteria.




























































































